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DAYTON, Ohio, February 21, 1974 --- On March 15, Monsignor J.D.· McFarland, 
a 1918 graduate of the University of Dayton, will celebrate fifty years as 
a priest and 25 years as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish. The anniversary Mass 
of Thanksgiving will be concelebrated wit h Archbishop Joseph Bernardin in 
Holy Angels Church at 7: 00 P.M. Parish festivities will begin with a 
Parish dinner at Kennedy Union on Friday, March 8; A reception will be held 
Sunday, March 17 from 2:00 - 4:00 P.M. in ' the School. The children of Holy 
Angels will honor Monsignor with a program on March 19 .. 
Joseph Dean McFarland was born on September 3, 1896 in Marion, Ohio, 
the son of Thomas Joseph McFarland and Margaret Dean Moloney . He received 
his primary and secondary education in st. Mary Catholic School in Marion, 
Ohio. He was graduated from the University of Dayton in .:rune 1918 with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts. In the fall of 1918 he entered Mt . st. Mary 
seminary to prepare for the priesthood. In late summer of 1919 he was 
requested by Archbishop Moeller . to continue his studies in Rome, Italy. He 
entered .the North American College in October 15, 1919. He was ordained 
to the Sacred Priesthood in the Bascilica of st. John Lateran, Rome, Italy 
on March 15, 1924. He remained in Rome until late June of 1924 having merited 
a Doctorate in Sacred Theology from the Propaganda University. Six of his 
professors later be.came Cardinals of the Church. 
Upon his return to the United States he was assigned in September 1924 
as Chaplain of Santa Maria Il1stitute and .Pastor of st. Anthony Italian 
Parish in Cincinnati. A year later he was appointed to the faculty of st. 
Gregory Seminary where he taught Latin and History for the next nine years. 
While teaching at st. Gregory's he took courses during the summer at 
Columbia University, New York City and received a Master of Arts degree in 
political and Social Science . In the fall of 1934 he was transferred to Mt. 
st. Mary Seminary as Spiritual Director. In the fall of' 1937 he was appointed 
Pastor of st. Paul Parish, an inter-city Parish in Cincinnati where he remained 
twelve years. 
In November 1949 he was named Pastor of Holy "Angels Parish, one of the 
three irremovable parishes in Dayton, Ohio. In January 1951 he was named a 
Judge in the Matrimonial Tribunal of Cincinnati, a position he still retains. 
In January 1954 he was named a Consul tor of the Archdiocese, a position he 
held for over eighteen years. Also in January 1954 he was named by Pope Pius 
XII a Domestic Prelate wit~ the title of . Right Reverend Monsignor. 
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